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This collection of readings, drawn from the writings and sermons of 25 classic and contemporary

theologians and Bible teachers, focuses on the wonder of Christ's sacrifice.In a culture where

crosses have become little more than decorative accessories and jewelry, how easy it is for even

the most well-intended Christian to rush from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday without thoughtfully

contemplating the cross and all that it means. Yet we miss out on spiritual riches when we do.So

that we all may linger at the cross during the Lenten season-and stay near it the whole year

through-editor Nancy Guthrie has compiled this special anthology. It draws from the works and

sermons of classic theologians such as Luther, Edwards, Spurgeon, Ryle, and Augustine, and from

leading contemporary communicators such as John Piper, R. C. Sproul, Francis Schaeffer, John

MacArthur, Skip Ryan, and Joni Eareckson Tada to help readers enter into an experience of Christ's

passion and anchor their hope in the power of his resurrection.Each essay in this collection holds to

a high view of Scripture and expounds on a particular aspect of the Easter story using the

appropriate Scripture passage from the ESV Bible. These readings are sure to prepare people's

hearts for a fresh experience of the cross each and every Easter season.
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This book comes out well before Easter to make sure that you are able to buy it, study it and then

teach its truths to others as Easter comes about. The book is laid out to have 25 short teachings

and thoughts on the cross of Christ. It has most theologians that you can think of in the Reformed



and Calvinistic circles and then also includes at least one I know that wasn't a Calvinist (Adrian

Rogers). Most of the chapters are about 3 to 4 pages which include many different angles to look at

the cross. The topics range from Christ's humility in Gethsemane, silence among his accusers, our

sin putting him on the cross, propitiation, forsaken by God, etc. I am not going to list every

theologian and every topic, but I will say that this book is a very good one to help someone as they

study further on the cross of Christ. This book is a book of quotable thoughts for any pastor.Some of

my favorites were Martin Luther, C.J. Mahaney, Tim Keller, Adrian Rogers and Augustine. Martin

Luther is first up in the book, and in my opinion, it didn't get any better than Luther. I really enjoyed

his chapter and found myself continually reading because of his start of the understanding of the

"True Contemplation of the Cross." Here is an excerpt from Luther's chapter:Take this to heart and

doubt not that you are the one who killed Christ. Your sins certainly did, and when you see the nails

driven through his hands, be sure that you are pounding, and when the thorns pierce his brow,

know that they are your evil thoughts. Consider that if one thorn pierced Christ you deserve one

hundred thousand.The whole value of the meditation of the suffering of Christ lies in this, that man

should come to the knowledge of himself and sink and tremble.

As we approach Easter, Christians everywhere remember Christ's sufferings on the old, rugged

cross and the triumph of his resurrection. Indeed, the symbol of the cross is one of the few near

universal Christian symbols. Protestants, Catholics and those who view themselves as neither, still

cling to the cross. The gospel depends on it, Jesus' earthly life is shaped by it, the Four Gospels

almost speak of nothing else. Salvation depends on it, and sanctification is fed by it. And with Paul,

we all should seek to boast in nothing but the cross or our Lord Jesus Christ.For this reason I was

thrilled at the opportunity to review a book like Nancy Guthrie's "Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross:

Experiencing the Passion and Power of Easter" (Crossway). I assumed it would be a good read

since it is a compilation of several prominent church leaders, contemporary (Tim Keller, John Piper,

Ligon Duncan, Phil Ryken and John MacArthur) and from years past (Augustine, Luther, Calvin,

J.C. Ryle and Charles Spurgeon). Yet, the book excelled far beyond my expectations, high though

they were.Nancy Guthrie did a phenomenal editing job in piecing together various meditations on

the Cross into a wonderfully unified book. And the selections she chose were truly the best of the

best that these authors had to offer. Finding each of these was an amazing accomplishment in its

own right.Here's a small sampling of the topics covered in this small volume. Martin Luther

challenges us to find a proper view of self in light of the Cross. Alistair Begg ponders the innocent

Christ being crushed by God. C.J. Mahaney unpacks the weightiness of the cup that Jesus chose to



drink completely for us. R.
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